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Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome to our November edition of our school newsletter. 
The children have been working very hard getting their topic 
work finished before the Christmas Festivities begin. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the write ups from each class and 
can see how busy the children are across the school. There 
certainly isn’t a dull day in Sketty Primary!! 
 
Another big thank you to our PTA who continue to raise 
funds for our school. Look out for Carols on the Yard on 
Friday 13th December, come and join in singing a few firm 
favourite Christmas carols with a mince pie or two. 
 

Kind Regards 
Mrs Bev Phillips 

Headteacher 
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Nursery 
Meithrin 

A busy, busy November for Dragonflies 
Nursery. We celebrated Anti-Bullying 
Week with a menu of activities to 
promote kindness, well-being and “No Outsiders”. The 
menu of activities was also an important part of our 
topic, Myself and My Family. The children worked in 
groups to discuss and compare their physical features. 

We then discussed our No Outsiders message, “All different, all welcome!” 
 
During the week the children also visited our 
school forest to develop their physical skills, and 
their ability to take on challenges and to work as 
part of a team. The children had to work together 
to find the ten pumpkins that had escaped from 
our shop. Whilst finding the pumpkins a letter was 
discovered from the pumpkins, asking the children 
to have some fun with them before they were returned to the shop. It was 
super hard work transporting the pumpkins to a place where they could be 
rolled, as some pumpkins were very heavy! When we eventually got to the 
grassy bank, the children thoroughly enjoyed racing their pumpkins and even 
rolling with their pumpkins down the hill. At the end of the session we showed 
the children our healthy dragon, and explained the importance of exercise and 
being in the outdoors, to help them have a healthy body and a healthy mind.  
 
The children are now busy preparing for our Christmas show on Wednesday 
4th December at 9:30 am. They are so excited to see their family in the 
audience. 
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Reception 
Derbyn 
It has been a very busy month in Reception as always. The 
children have been working so hard on their emergent writing 
and are loving coming to Drawing club to practise their skills. We 
have enjoyed reading and responding to our whole school text Journey, Gina 
Kaminski rescues the Giant for Anti-Bullying Week and an animation from the 
film Frozen. This has inspired some fantastic writing which the children should 
be extremely proud of.  
 

In Maths, we have been working on finding one 
more than a number and using position and 
direction to navigate us around the local area. We 
have also started our Maths project where we 
have planned our route to the park for our 
Sponsored Walk next month. 
 

Our Think Equal story this month has been The 
Secret Adventures of Anonymouse which is about a 
tiny mouse with a huge heart. The children enjoyed 
making their own secret disguises to be like 
Anonymouse. 
 

We loved our first Reception school trip to the cinema where we watched The 
Smeds and the Smoos and Superworm. For Active Learn we have been 
enjoying visiting the mud kitchen and woodlands to investigate habitats from 
the story Superworm.  
 
Christmas Concert rehearsal are also in full swing for The Wriggly Nativity. We 
look forward to performing for you on Monday 16th December. 
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Year 1 
Blwyddyn 1 
From creative learning to supporting important causes, we've 
packed in so much fun and learning in Year 1 this month. We 
started the month by diving into our whole-school picture 
novel, Return by Aaron Becker. The children were captivated by the magical 
journey in the story and used their imagination and their own “magic crayons” 
to create their own versions of the adventure. It was wonderful to see their 
creativity come to life on paper!  

 
As part of our celebrations for Diwali, the children learned 
about the story of Rama and Sita. They discovered the 
meaning behind the festival and had a great time creating 
beautiful symmetrical rangoli patterns and clay diva lamps. 
This linked perfectly with our Maths focus on symmetry, 
and the children used a variety of resources to make their 
patterns come to life. 

 
For Anti-Bullying Week, we discussed what makes a good friend and wore odd 
socks to show our support. During World Climate Week, we learned about 
recycling food waste and made recycling posters for our food caddies. We also 
held a minute's silence for Remembrance Day and had a special assembly to 
discuss its importance. Then, for Children in Need, we wore our own clothes 
and took part in some colourful activities to learn more about this great cause. 
 
We even had a fun cinema trip to watch Superworm, and the children were 
wonderfully behaved. To wrap up the month, we’ve started rehearsing our 
Christmas Sharing songs and lines – the festive spirit is definitely in the air! 
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Year 2 
Blwyddyn 2 
As always, we have had a very busy month. We have been 
continuing our ‘VIP’s’ topic. We have been learning about the 
Great Fire of London and Samuel Pepys. The children have 
enjoyed learning about the events of the Great Fire of London, and have 
enjoyed learning the ‘September 1666’ song. We have been learning to 
sequence the events using time connectives and have been learning to use 
speech marks to describe what the people would have been saying about the 
fire and how they would have felt. We have also been learning our ‘Samuel 
Pepys’ talk for writing in Welsh, practising basic sentence patterns. 

We have continued to learn about the human body and have been learning 
about the skeleton. The children have been learning about why our skeletons 
are important and they have been learning about the different bones. They 
have loved learning interesting bone facts. They have enjoyed looking at x-rays 
of body parts. 

The children have been enjoying making shelters 
outdoors as part of outdoor learning. They have also 
been busy making animal habitats and making recipes 
in mud kitchen. 

This month the children have 
started ukulele lessons. The children have been enjoying 
learning how to play different notes and have been 
excited to practise these notes playing along to different 
songs. They also enjoyed a cinema trip to see Trolls. 
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Year 3 
Blwyddyn 3 
What an exciting month it has been so far in Year 3! We have 
been busy learning, exploring, and creating—and we can’t wait to 
share all the wonderful experiences we’ve had recently. 

Last week, the children had the incredible 
opportunity to attend a Welsh jamboree. It was a 
afternoon filled with music, dance, and a 
celebration of Welsh culture. The children 
enthusiastically joined in traditional Welsh folk 
dances, learned some new Welsh phrases, and 
new Welsh songs. They represented our school 

brilliantly, showing enthusiasm and respect throughout the afternoon.  

We are thrilled to have Mrs Gong visiting our class to teach us Chinese! The 
children have loved exploring this fascinating language and learning about 
Chinese culture. So far, they have mastered some simple greetings and even 
how to write a few Chinese characters. It’s been wonderful to see their 

excitement and eagerness to practice. 谢谢 (xie xie), Mrs Gong! 

Year 3 enjoyed a visit to the cinema this month to see 
Trolls and have been getting into the festive spirit by 
creating their products for the Christmas market. The 
children have been working hard designing and making 
handmade items that they can’t wait to showcase. 
From glittery decorations to unique crafts, their 
creativity is shining through.  
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Year 4 
Blwyddyn 4 

We’ve had an exciting and busy 
month, with lots of learning, 
creativity, and fun activities. One 
of the highlights has been sharing our work 
with the Year 1 classes. The children worked 
collaboratively, writing the words for the 
picture book ‘The Return’ using adventurous 

language. They also shared their quiz boards on Roman facts and the children 
loved seeing the bulbs light up when they answered a question correctly. 
We're looking forward to more opportunities to collaborate this year. 

We had fun singing and dancing with other schools at a Welsh ‘Jamboree’ at 
Bryn Tawe school. We all enjoyed going to the cinema to watch ‘Troll’ and by 
the end of this month we will have visited Caerleon as part of our topic. We are 
all looking forward to explore the baths, barracks, amphitheatre and museum. 

The children continue to enjoy their trombone lessons and have been learning 
about pitch and how the slide affects pitch. Although the children are keen 
they’re not quite ready to perform in public yet! 

For Parliament Week we been learning how Parliament works and what it 
means to be part of a democracy. The children have been learning a little 
about the role of MPs, how laws are made, and what it means to vote. It’s 
been fantastic to see the students developing their understanding. 

Now the children are working hard to learn their songs and rehearse their lines 
for our Christmas sharing. We can’t wait to share it with you next month. 
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Year 5 
Blwyddyn 5 
Year 5 kicked off the term with a hands-on immersion day that 
transported them back to the days of World War II. They arrived 
at school dressed in period-style clothing, stepping into the shoes 
of wartime children and spent the day learning about rationing, even 
comparing online supermarkets to find the most economical options for 
rationed ingredients. Later, they used these ingredients to bake authentic 
WWII-era carrot cookies, a taste of history! The excitement continued as they 
explored real WWII artefacts and were thrilled to get an up-close look at an 
authentic WWII jeep, bringing history to life in an unforgettable way. 

When they’re not busy being evacuees, Year 5 have been diving into addition 
and subtraction in Maths, sharpening their skills. In Literacy, they’ve been 
working on the whole school text Return and have just begun exploring poetry. 

Looking ahead, we are eager to start our project on the Swansea Three Nights’ 
Blitz, where they’ll further explore local wartime history.  

Year 5 also enjoyed a trip to the cinema to see If and rehearsals are well 
underway for our much-anticipated Christmas concert. We can’t wait to see all 
of Year 5’s hard work shine!  
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Year 6 
Blwyddyn 6 
Since half term Year 6 have enjoyed ‘reading’ the whole school 
wordless book Return by Aaron Becker. The children have 
produced some lovely work creating dialogues using speech 
marks. We are now embarking on our new, dark fantasy novel, Clockwork by 
Phillip Pullman. Perfect for this time of year. We are continuing to practise the 
songs for our BBC concert at the Brangwyn Hall on Sunday 15th December, we 
look forward to seeing you there. They are also working very hard to prepare 
for our Christmas Carol Concert at St. Paul’s Church on the evening of Tuesday 
December 17th. 
 

Technocamps came and delivered 
a wonderful lesson using microbits 
based on Theatre Na Nog’s play 
The Fight. The children taught the 
microbits different boxing moves! 
In humanities we are learning 
about the Battle of Swansea – the 
protest that took place in St 
Helen’s on November 15th 1969 
over the South African Rugby 

team’s tour to the UK. We have also been learning about the art work of Paul 
Peter Piech and have produced amazing prints with the help of local artist 
Sarah Hopkins. 
 
Finally, Year 6 enjoyed a cinema trip to the Odeon Swansea to see Spider Man 
as part of the Into Film Festival.  
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Staff Training 
Hyfforddiant Staff 

This month we had a visit from education 
consultant Cath Delve who visited all class 
teachers to observe their outdoor learning 
and offered some excellent ideas and tips 
to further enhance provision for the 
children. She will be returning in 
September 2025 to provide additional 
training for all staff. 

 
Mrs Lynda Davies and Mrs Chio O’Leary have been busy this 
month being re-accredited as first aiders. They do a fantastic 
job in ensuring the children are safe and looked after. 
Mrs Julie Miller is currently working on a Trauma Informed 
Diploma and all staff will be trained in Trauma Informed 

Schools on our Inset Day in January. This will add 
to the current support and intervention 
programmes we have help children be the best 
they can be across our school. 
 
Mr Knight and Mrs Williams 
have been working on further 

developing our curriculum for Mathematics and 
Numeracy. They recently attended training on the 
Singapore Approach to Problem Solving in Mathematics 
and are looking forward to putting this training into 
practice at our school. 
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School Council 
Cyngor Ysgol 
School Council discussed the importance of raising awareness of 
Anti-Bullying Week, Odd Sock Day and Friendship Friday. 
 
Councillors returned to class with the message ‘Choose Respect’ and displayed 
the pupil Anti-Bullying poster winning designs and Child Line posters in and 
around their classrooms and corridors to continue to raise importance of 
respecting others and being kind, not just on Anti-bullying week, but always. 
  
The winning Anti-bullying poster designs were created by: 
1st Theo Y4SK    1st Defne Y4 LOM/SM 
2nd Musa Y4SK    2nd Maisie Y4 LOM/SM 
3rd Sophie Y4SK    3rd Ava Y4 LOM/SM 
 
1st Tia-Rose Y6LJ    Last year's Y6LJ 
2nd Ella-Rose Y6LJ    1st Noah Miah 
3rd Bethan Y6LJ    2nd Georgia 
  
The School Council are also involved in updating the Attendance Policy with 
the Headteacher, Deputy Head, the Senior Leadership team and Governing 
Body, with the emphasis on pupils being in school on time every day to ensure 
their well-being and education aren’t affected. 
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School Council 
Cyngor Ysgol 

On Tuesday 26th November 
School Council members from 
Year 4 and Year 6 took part in 
Swansea Council’s Play Sufficiency 
Assessment. Pupils had an interactive 
engagement session with Leanna Cressi 
from Swansea Council and shared their 
views on how they feel about play. 
 

In recognition of the importance of play in every child’s healthy development, 
the Welsh Government placed a statutory duty on every local authority to 
assess whether there are sufficient opportunities to play.  
 
This Play Sufficiency Assessment (PSA) 2024 is due to be submitted in 2025. 
The data will be analysed and ready for submission in June 2025. The 
responses given will help shape play in Swansea for the next 3 years! 
 
Da iawn bawb! 

 
If your child wishes to take part in the survey please click on the link below: 

 
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/playsufficiencyCYP 

 

 
 
 
 

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/playsufficiencyCYP
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Right Respecting Schools Ambassadors 
Llysgenhadon Ysgolion sy’n Parchu Cywir 
Our Rights Respecting School Ambassadors were invited to attend 
Swansea Council Children’s Rights Scheme World Children’s Day 
Event at the Waterfront Museum to celebrate World Children’s 
Day and 10 years of Dilly Dragon and the Children’s Right’s Scheme.  

They listened to presentations from Councillor 
Hayley Gwilliam, Rhodri Jones (Head of Achievement 
and Partnership) and Children and Young People's 
Partnership and Involvement Co-ordinator Carys 
Jones who shared what Swansea Council and the 
Children’s Rights Scheme have done in response to 
the children’s feedback in 2023. 

Later, the celebrations continued and the children took part in a raffle. There 
were lots of prizes which were kindly donated from local businesses. One of 
our Ambassadors was lucky enough to win tickets to watch Swansea City 
Football Club! Congratulations Benjamin! 

In the afternoon, Ambassadors visited the Interactive 
Marketplace where they took part on lots of 
challenges and activities to support their health and 
well-being and were given a selection of free gifts from 
the stall holders. 
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Welsh Crew 
Criw Cymraeg 
All classes were set the challenge of decorating the area around 
their door, using the word ‘Croeso’ to welcome the children and 
represent the languages of pupils in class. 
 
Llongyrfarchiadau to Blwyddyn 5 (Mr Williams) a dosbarth Miss Baldwin. 

 
The Criw Cymraeg were very impressed with how 
inclusive the Year 5 display was, and the many 
ways we can say 'welcome'.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Criw had great fun looking at the 
different superheroes and characters our 
pupils in Derbyn would like to be.  How 
many can you spot?? 
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Eco Crew 
Criw Eco 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Rags 2 Riches for 
Schools appeal by sending in unwanted clothes. We collected an 
amazing amount of clothes which will now be recycled and sent 
to Ukraine instead of going into landfill sites. We also raised an 
incredible £138.73 for the school. Diolch pawb!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt Bunt from the Eco Schools Wales team 
came into to school to talk about the 
importance of planting new trees in our 
community.  
 
Matt also worked with all Year 1 pupils, 
planting trees in our school grounds. 
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Sports Ambassadors 
Llysgenhadon Chwaraeon 

On Monday, 18th November, 
four outstanding Year 5 
students took part in an 
exciting training session for the Bronze 
Sports Ambassador scheme at the LC. This 
was a fantastic opportunity for them to 
work alongside other schools, discussing 
and planning sports ambassador initiatives 
that promote physical activity and 
wellbeing. 

During the session, our ambassadors engaged in lively discussions about the 
importance of regular exercise for both children and adults. They also explored 
the potential career pathway from being a sports ambassador to pursuing a 
full-time role in the world of sports. 

The highlight of the day was when the ambassadors had the chance to plan 
and lead their own sports activities. By testing their ideas on one another, they 
gained valuable hands-on experience in organising and running sports 
sessions—skills they will bring back to school to share with their peers. 

We are incredibly proud of the children for representing the school with such 
enthusiasm and commitment. We look forward to seeing them implement 
their new skills and ideas in future sports initiatives at school! 
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Remembrance Day 
Dydd y Cofio 
On Remembrance Day, all classes stopped what they were doing at 
11am to remember those who fought so bravely and died in the 
war. In PS1 and PS2 the children watched a lovely video called 
‘Poppies’ which shows war beautifully from an animal’s perspective and 
decorated poppies. Older classes reflected on the day as part of morning 
challenge and class discussions. 
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Anti-Bullying Week 
Wythnos Gwrth-Fwlio 
This month we celebrated Anti-Bullying Week at Sketty Primary 
with this year’s theme ‘Choose Respect.’ We participated in Odd 
Socks Day and Friendship Friday and reinforced our school values – 
Kind Hands, Kind Feet, Kind Words 
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Children in Need Day 
Diwrnod Plant Mewn Angen 
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WLGA: National Awards for Pastoral Care in Education 

The 2025 National Awards for Pastoral Care in 
Education organised by NAPCE are now open. 
This is an excellent opportunity to make a free 
nomination to recognise and value good 
practice in the pastoral work of schools. 
 

Not very many nominations from Wales were received last year, although the 
school chosen by the judges to be the School of the Year was Ebbw Fawr 
Learning Community. 
 

The NAPCE Wales Symposium is being planned to be hosted at this award-
winning school on 1st July 2025. 
 

The attached documents provide more detail, and the categories are: 
· Pastoral Development of the Year 
· Pastoral Member of Staff of the Year 
· Pastoral Team of the Year 
· Raising Awareness about Pastoral Care 
· International Contribution to Pastoral Care 
· Outstanding Contribution to Pastoral Care 
· Pastoral Leader of the Year 
· The Edith Hanko Award for Outstanding Pastoral Care for SEND Learners 
· Special Recognition Award 
· The Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Nominations for the 2025 Awards can be made by following the 
link https://napceawards.wufoo.com/forms/napce-awards-2025-entry-form 
 
Further information and a link to the nomination form can be found on the 
NAPCE website at www.napce.org.uk 

 
 

https://napceawards.wufoo.com/forms/napce-awards-2025-entry-form
http://www.napce.org.uk/
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Meet the Governors 
Cwrdd a’r Llywodraethwyr 

Lucy Johns has been teaching at Sketty for more than 
twenty years and re-joined the Governing Body in 
2024. As part of her role at Sketty, Ms Johns teaches 
Year 6, is Progression Step 3 Lead and is responsible 
for Languages, Literacy and Communication across the 
school. Ms Johns is part of the Senior Management 
Team, supporting Mrs Phillips and Mr Lloyd-Jones. One 
of Ms Johns main passions is creativity and she enjoys 
leading Art Club for Year 5 and 6. 

 
 
My name is Nicola Furlong and I have recently joined 
the Governing body at Sketty Primary School. 
I am a local resident and local councillor for the Sketty 
ward, I also run my own small local business. I am a 
mum to three children who all attended Sketty 
Primary School and as a family we have very fond 
memories of the school so when the opportunity came 
for me to return, I felt it was a great opportunity to 
give something back and help support others in 
making sure every child feels happy and safe in their school environment. I am 
committed to making a positive impact in my role as a school governor and the 
wider community. I look forward to supporting and ensuring the future  
of our school as it continues to thrive.  
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PTA 
 
Many thanks to the PTA who have purchased a brand 

new set of chairs for the hall. 
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Living Streets 

Our Living Streets project has been continuing this month. Well 
done to everyone who has become more active since we started 
this project. The aim of the project is to create a nation where 
walking and wheeling is the natural choice for every day, local 
journeys. If the children can walk, cycle, scoot or walk and stride 
once a week over the month it will make a difference. 

 

 
 
Llongyfarchiadau eto, congratulations again to Year 5 WD who made the most 
active journeys for the second month in a row this November. 
 
To find out more information about living streets, click on the following link 
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/  
 

 

 
 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/
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Important Reminders 
Atgoffa Pwysig 
 School gates are open from 8.40am-9.00am. School starts 

at 8.50am. 
 

 School Uniform is a red polo shirt and 
blue sweatshirt, cardigan or hoodie.  

 

 PE kit is black leggings/joggers and white 
t-shirt.  

 

 Please wear sensible shoes to school. No 
flip flops, crocs or sandals for health and 
safety reasons. 

 

 As you know, we are a large school and accumulate a great 
deal of lost property over the year. Please help us by 
making sure all clothes, bags and equipment are labelled. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



D 

 

THE RIGHT TO BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE 
~ Eich hawl i fod y gorau gallwch fod ~ 

Article 29 
 

THE RIGHT TO LEARN AND GO TO SCHOOL 
~ Eich hawl i ddysgu a mynd i’r ysgol.~ 

Article 28 
 

SKETTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

YSGOL GYNRADD SGETI 
Newsletter 7 – November 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance 
Presenoldeb 
 

Reception AB 90.3% 

Reception KE/SLJ 87.6% 
Year 1 KP/SP 91.4% 

Year 1 EJ 94.1% 

Year 2 MJ 94.6% 
Year 2 ER/SM 92.2% 

Year 3 NT 95.2% 
Year 3 JG 93.1% 

Year 4 SK 93.5% 
Year 4 LO’M/SM 90.0% 

Year 5 WD 91.4% 

Year 5 MW 91.0% 
Year 6 SW 94.2% 

Year 6 LJ 93.0% 

 
Congratulations to Year 3 NT 

who had the best class 
attendance again for the 
second month in a row. 

 
Llongyfarchiadau pawb! 

 
 
 

 
 
This month, our whole school 
attendance was 92.3% which is a dip on 
the last few months. If you your child is 
unwell, please remember to contact the 
school office to inform us. 
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Dates for your diary 
Dyddiadau i’ch dyddiadur 

 

Date Event Year group 

02/12/24 Concert with Swansea Philharmonia at St Mary’s 
Church (pupils to arrive by 7.10pm at the latest) 

Singing Club 

04/12/24 Nursery Christmas Sharing - 9.30am AM Nursery 
Singing at Fern Court Residential Home - 10.30am Singing Club 

06/12/24 Daily Mile Santa Run – wear Christmas clothes All 

09/12/24 Year 1 Christmas Sharing – 2pm and 5pm Year 1 
10/12/24 Christmas Extravaganza at All Souls Church All except 

Year 2 
Year 2 Christmas Sharing – 2pm and 5pm Year 2 

11/12/24 Year 3 Christmas Sharing - 2pm and 5pm Year 3 
12/12/24 Christmas Jumper Day All 

Year 4 Christmas Sharing – 2pm and 5pm Year 4 

13/12/24 Carollers Cabin, Oxford Street (outside Swansea 
Market Entrance) - 11am 

Singing Club 

Carols on the yard – 3.30pm All 
16/11/24 Pen-y-Bryn Care Home 10am Singing Club 

Reception Christmas Sharing – 2pm and 5pm Reception 
17/12/24 Year 6 Christmas Sharing - 6.30pm Year 6 

18/12/24 Visit to Gower Christmas Tree Farm Reception 
Year 5 Christmas Sharing – 2pm and 5pm Year 5 

19/12/24 Last day of Autumn Term for pupils All 

Christmas Dinner All 
20/12/24 Inset Day – no school for pupils 

Pupils return to school on Tuesday 7th January 
All 
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School Term and Holiday Dates (2024-2025) 
Dyddiadau tymhorau a gwyliau ysgolion 
 

Term Term begins 
 

Half-term 
holiday 
begins 

Half-term 
holiday 
 ends 

 
Terms ends 

Autumn 
Term 2024 

Monday 2nd 
September 

2024 

Friday 25th 
October  

2024 

Monday 28th 
October  

2024 

Friday 1st 
November 

2024 

Monday 4th 
November 

2024 

Friday 20th 
December 

2024 

Spring  
Term 2025 

Monday 6th 
January  

2025 

Friday 21st 
February 

2025 

Monday 24th 
February 

2025 

Friday 28th 
February 

2025 

Monday 3rd 
March  
2025 

Friday 11th 
April  
2025 

Summer 
Term 2025 

Monday 28th 
April  
2025 

Friday 23rd 
May  
2025 

Monday 26th 
May  
2025 

Friday 30th 
May  
2025 

Monday 2nd 
June  
2025 

Monday 21st 
July  

2025 

 

Bank holidays 

18th April 2025 - Good Friday 

21th April 2025 - Easter Monday 

5th May 2025 - May Day 

26th May 2025 - Spring Bank Holiday 

 

Inset Days 

Monday 2nd September 2024 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

Friday 20th December 2024 

Monday 6th January 2025 

Friday 2nd May 2025 

Monday 21st July 2025 

 


