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Welcome to Year 1
Dear Parents/Carers,
What a great couple of days we have had in Year 1. The children have settled so well and are already getting used to the new routines. They have been exploring their new classrooms and areas and we have really enjoyed getting to know all of them. They are a delightful cohort and we are excited about the year ahead.
In the first couple weeks we will be carrying out some simple assessments linked to numeracy and literacy. We will endeavour to listen to your child read and send new reading books home. 
[image: The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch]Our topic this term is ‘As Far as the Eye Can See.’ The main focus of our first topic is a Humanities one, looking at our immediate environment and then what we can see in the distance- as far as Mumbles lighthouse and Bracelet Bay- which we will visit later in the term. We also do lots of work and activities across the curriculum linked to ‘The Lighthouse Keeper series of books- starting with ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch.’ On Wednesday 16th September, to launch our topic, we will be celebrating this great book by dressing up as a character from the story- Mr Grinling, Mrs Grinling, Hamish the cat, one of the pesky seagulls, or maybe even the lighthouse itself. If you don’t know the book you can find it on Google or You Tube. Keep things simple, no need to buy anything. We will be doing lots of activities linked to the story during the day and then throughout the term.
Our Autumn Term Numeracy Enterprise Project will be our Christmas Market at the end of the year, more details to follow.
Here is a brief overview of our learning this term:
Languages, Literacy and Communication
· Celebrate National poetry day-Thursday 1st October
· Story of the term – The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch
· All About me!
· Character work linked to Lighthouse stories.
· Daily phonics and shared reading
Welsh
· Daily slot drilio sessions
· Reinforce the Patwrn yr Wythnos
· Tric a chlic
Maths
· Baseline assessment
· Winning with Numbers
· Place value
· Number formation
· Representing numbers
· Counting sets of objects
· 1 more 1 less
· Symmetry
· Enterprise project – Christmas Market
Expressive Arts
· Collage work
· Ephemeral art
· Sea shanty and topic songs
· Charanga music scheme
· Class assembly
· Christmas sharing
Science and Technology
· Design and make clay diva lamps
· Internet safety
· Investigating light and sound
Humanities
· Comparing localities – Sketty and Bracelet Bay
· Lighthouse timelines
· Diwali
· No Outsiders 
Health and Well-being
· SKIP
· Outdoor learning
· Healthy picnic lunch design
· Think Equal stories and discussion
The children will be carrying out their EPIC planning (everyone planning in class) in the next few weeks too, to decide what they would like to learn about as well as regular POP sessions (planning our provision) throughout the term.
When planning activities, we always look for opportunities to develop Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Competence and Welsh. 
In Year 1 PE will be on a Friday (inside). Please can the children come into school dressed in their PE kit; white t-shirt, shorts/joggers/leggings and their Sketty School jumper.
On Thursday the children will be outside for some of the day. Please can the children come into school dressed in joggers or trousers, their Sketty School jumper and appropriate trainers. Waterproofs will be provided if necessary. 
Please look at our school calendar on our website for awareness days and celebrations. The calendar also shows school holidays and inset days.
https://www.skettyprimary.co.uk/diary/grid/2023/09/ 
Reminders
Please can you make sure all items of clothing are labelled including hats and coats. We do spend lots of time outdoors, in all weathers, so it is important that your child has a pair of wellies that they can keep in school. If they need new ones, please bring them in. 
Please can the children bring a fruit/veg snack in for morning play and a bottle of water. Can these items please be labelled to avoid things getting lost. We are also a “nut free” school, so please remember this when preparing snacks, as some dried fruit snacks contain nuts. 
Our Year 1 ‘Meet the teacher’ meeting will be on Thursday  10th September at 4pm in one of the Year 1 classrooms. We will talk about the year ahead and life in Year 1 in more detail and answer any questions you may have. We look forward to meeting you then. As always, if you have any further questions or concerns at any time, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
Dates for the diary: Year 1 Class Assembly 7th October 9.30am
Parent/teacher meetings week beginning 5th Oct- more details to follow 
Please remember to check our school website regularly. Each class has a page, which is updated weekly with information and a selection of photos of our busy week. Our website address is www.skettyprimary.co.uk
Kind regards,
Mrs Palmer, Miss Christer
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