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Dragonflies Nursery AM-Spring Term Newsletter
Dear Parent,
As always, we would like to say a great big thank you to yourselves for your support throughout the Autumn term, which has been invaluable for helping the children to settle into the Nursery routine. Please can you continue to support us in the following ways throughout the Spring term:
· Dressing your child in warm, old clothes for Movement Monday, including an old coat. If your child has waterproof clothing, please can you also send that in in their bag, just in case.
· If you have a job that involves working in the community to help others, please could you come in and introduce yourself to the children and have a brief discussion about what you do. In the past we have had nurses, doctors, police and fire officers, engineers. You will be supported throughout, so please don’t worry.
· With regards to phonics, the children will be moving on to learning letters and sounds through our program called FFT. The program has a fast pace, so it is essential that you support this at home. I will post on the Nursery class page of the website every week what letters and sounds the children have been learning to keep you informed. 
· Reading to your child every day and singing rhymes and songs. This is so important for developing a variety of language, literacy and communication skills.
· Dough Disco-Five minutes every other day would make a significant difference in your child’s ability to manipulate a variety of objects, including using a pencil to write. 
· Labelling your child’s clothing-jumpers, cardigans, coats.
Our school curriculum is based on Cynefin-where we belong, and this term our Nursery theme is Helping Hands. Below are a list of activities that we have planned according to the areas of learning. When planning activities we always look for opportunities to develop Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Competence and Welsh. In addition to planned/adult led activities, it is vital that that the children have the opportunity to experience extended periods of self-led play. During these times the role of the adult is to observe, join in, gather the children’s ideas, and to think of ways of further developing their learning, using their interests and ideas as a basis to do so. 

Health and Well-being:
1. Daily check-in: How are you feeling today? Sut wyt ti?
2. Movement Mondays: This involves the children accessing the further outdoors, which includes our school forest and field, to develop a variety of skills and sensorimotor systems. 
3. Weekly PE sessions in the hall. Our PE session is on a Tuesday. Your child will need to come to school wearing a white t-shirt, black joggers/leggings/shorts and trainers.
4. Our classroom expectations: “You have the right to play and rest, so it is your responsibility to reset and to look after the toys.” We also discuss daily the meaning of kindness and our school rule is “Kind hands, kind feet and kind words”. 
5. Squiggle: Our early years programme for developing gross motor skills associated with learning to write.
6. Dough Disco to develop fine motor and manipulation skills in readiness for holding and controlling a variety of tools and mark-making implements.
7. Developing resilience-“I have….” focus: Identifying people who can help them in the community.
8. Introducing Mindfulness-What makes you feel happy? Calming strategies.
9. Safer Internet Day-Discussing basic safety rules when accessing the internet.
10. Following our No Outsiders and Think Equal programs.
11. Celebrating Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week-Promoting belonging and self-awareness.
12. Celebrating National Hug Day-How can a hug help you?
13. Helping you to stay healthy-Carrying out an investigation to discover how germs spread? Making a healthy snack.
14. Celebrating St Dwynwen’s Day and Valentine’s Day.
Humanities:
1. Topic Immersion Day-Coming to school dressed up as someone who helps in the community.
2. Being in nature, experiencing the climate of Winter and the signs of Spring.
3. Celebrating World Religion Day-Finding out the basic meaning of the word, religion, and the different religions in our class. Discussing why it is important to respect other people’s beliefs.
4. Finding out about Ramadan, Eid and Easter.
Expressive Arts:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk220233465]A daily diet of singing songs and rhymes accompanied by a variety of percussion.
2. A daily diet of mark making, drawing, painting, building, modelling with dough.
3. Role play indoors and outdoors.
4. Making a gift using salt dough.
5. Movement to music to retell a story.
Science and Technology:
1. Investigating floating and sinking.
2. Investigating how germs spread.
3. Making a healthy snack.
4. Building a variety of buildings and vehicles associated with people who help us in the builders’ yard outdoors.
5. Developing junk modelling skills using recycled materials.
Welsh:
As you are now aware, we follow a program called Ffa la la, to help the children learn a variety of vocabulary and sentence patterns through song. Below is a list of the phrases your child will be learning and using this term:
Bore da ffrindiau-Good morning friends
Shwmae-Hi there!
Diolch-Thank you
Pwy wyt ti?-Who are you?
Ble mae…….? Dyma fi!-Where is………? 
Sut wyt ti?-How are you?
Hapus-Happy
Gyffrous-Excited
Wedi blino-Tired
Trist-Sad
Wyt ti’n barod?-Are you ready? Barod!-Ready
Sawl un?-How many?
Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw?-What is the weather like today?
Bwrw glaw-Raining
Heulog-Sunny
Oer-Cold
Wyntog-Windy
Braf-Fine
Wyt ti’n hoffi…? Do you like…? (Ydw/nag ydw)
Wyt ti’n caru…? Do you love…? (Ydw/nag ydw)
Pwy wyt ti’n caru? Who do you love?
Compliments:
Da iawn-Well done
Ardderchog-Excellent
Ffantastig-Fantastic
Gwych-Great
Arbennig-Special

Awareness Days and Celebrations:
Awareness days and celebrations are an important part of our curriculum and Cynefin. Please look at our school calendar on our website for awareness days and celebrations. The calendar also shows school holidays and inset days.
I hope this letter answers your questions about what your child is learning in Nursery during the Spring term. As always, if you have any further questions or concerns at any time, please do not hesitate to get in touch. My email address is FoxC17@hwbcymru.net 
Please can you ensure you check Dojo on a daily basis, in order to receive important messages and reminders. Please remember to check our school website regularly. Each class has a page, which is updated weekly, regarding what your child has been learning and how you can support them at home. Our website address is www.skettyprimary.co.uk

Cofion cynnes,
Cath Fox, Liz Stockton & The Dragonflies Team
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